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WELCOME FROM THE CO-CHAIRS OF THE JOINT WORKING 
GROUP

The Joint Working Group of the Council of Canadian Law Deans (CCLD) and the Federation of 
Law Societies of Canada (Federation) is delighted to welcome you to The Continuum of Legal 
Education in Truth and Reconciliation symposium. This is the fi rst national symposium of its 
kind where members of the legal academy and legal regulators can engage in meaningful 
and reciprocal dialogue about how they have been responding to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada’s (TRC) Calls to Action. These discussions will be enriched by the 
voices of Indigenous and non-Indigenous legal academics, practitioners, students, and leaders. 

In the nearly 10 years since the release of the TRC fi nal report, law schools and law societies 
have taken unique and diverse approaches to responding to the Calls to Action. Infusing 
truth and reconciliation into legal education speaks to the heart of Calls to Action 27 and 28 
and has been essential to shifting the knowledge, understanding, and competence of the 
legal profession in serving Indigenous Peoples across the country. While only one piece of a 
much bigger reconciliation puzzle, the symposium’s focus strives to not only shed light on the 
journeys taken to date, but to create a collaborative space for dialogue and mutual learning, 
and for envisioning pathways that could shape the future of legal education in the spirit of 
reconciliation. 

This is an impressive agenda. The conversations that will take place over these two days are 
sure to inform the next chapter in academic and regulatory approaches to legal education, 
and highlight future opportunities for moving beyond historical understandings to actionable 
change in learning and practice.

We would like to thank the Joint Working Group and its Planning Subcommittee for their hard 
work in pulling this event together. We would also like to thank the University of Manitoba, 
Faculty of Law and the Law Society of Ontario for their sponsorship and support in organizing 
this event.  

BRIEF BACKGROUND 

The Joint Working Group was established in 2021 following years of discussion around how 
the legal academy and law societies (via the Federation) could share best practices, promote 
information sharing, and collaborate on responding to Calls to Action 27 and 28. The Joint 
Working Group has been in active discussions about the work that is taking place across the 
country. Members proposed this symposium to broaden the discussion and to facilitate an 
opportunity for identifying concrete steps and strategies to advance reconciliation in legal 
education across the country.  



INDIGENIZATION AND DECOLONIZATION 
OF THE LEGAL ACADEMY

REGISTRATION AND WELCOME BREAKFAST 

OPENING CEREMONY BY ELDERS COUNCIL 

WELCOMING REMARKS FROM LSO TREASURER

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: ADVANCING INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES 
IN LEGAL EDUCATION

Speaker: The Honourable Gerald M. Morin

2024 NATIONAL REQUIREMENT AMENDMENTS: OVERVIEW 
AND WHAT’S TO COME

Presenters: Prof. Scott Franks (Professor, Allard School of 
Law, UBC) and Deborah Wolfe (Executive Director, 
National Committee on Accreditation and Law School 
Programs)

Session Description: Law schools across Canada have been 
actively making changes to their programs to address the Calls 
to Action. In March 2024, following extensive consultation, the 
Federation of Law Societies of Canada approved amendments 
to the National Requirement, including content to reflect the 
spirit and intent of Call to Action 28. This session will provide an 
overview of the approved changes, as well as the anticipated 
impacts on common law school programs and the National 
Committee on Accreditation.    

HEALTH BREAK

DAY 01

8:00 AM

9:20 AM

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

10:10 AM

10:45 AM



ROUNDTABLE: ADVANCES, BARRIERS, AND CHALLENGES IN 
INDIGENIZING THE LEGAL ACADEMY

Presenters: Tasha Simon (Senior Specialist, Indigenous Programs, 
University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law)

	 Robin Sutherland (Director of Indigenous Relations, 
Bora Laskin Faculty of Law, Lakehead University)

	 Gavin Cazon-Wilkes (Legal Counsel, Wahkohtowin Law 
and Governance Lodge)

Session Description: Roundtable discussions from 
administrators and staff from law schools across Canada 
will address the developments in Indigenous legal education. 
Topics will include admissions, new Indigenous hiring practices, 
retention of students and staff, and the development of new 
courses. The panelists will discuss their experience in working 
with their law schools, and universities in their respective roles. 
Lastly, panelists will discuss best practices when partnering with 
community and community organizations. Q & A will follow the 
panel.

NETWORKING LUNCH

WORKSHOP 1: INDIGENOUS LEGAL ORDERS IN LEGAL 
EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL FORMATION

Session Description: Attendees will be broken into smaller 
groups to discuss how Indigenous Legal Orders [ILO] have 
been added to curricula in law schools, and explore how 
that learning may be mirrored in articling requirements, and 
continued education for the profession. The discussion will be 
an opportunity for attendees to discuss lessons learned from 
their processes in working with ILO to date. Each group will have 
a research assistant taking notes to bring back to the larger 
group for the last half an hour to discuss key takeaways from 
each workshop. 

11:00 AM

1:30 PM

12:30 PM



HEALTH BREAK

WORKSHOP 2: VISIONING SESSION: COLLABORATIVE 
VISIONING FOR FUTURE ACTION IN LAW SCHOOL LEGAL 
EDUCATION

Facilitator: Marc Kruse (Director of Indigenous Legal Learning 
        and Services, University of Manitoba Faculty of Law)

Presenters: Andrea Hilland (Assistant Professor, Allard School of 
Law, UBC)

 Brian Calliou (Assistant Professor, University of Calgary 
Faculty of Law)

Session Description: Marc Kruse will lead a Panel discussion of 
visions for the future of Indigenous Legal Education. Topics will 
include projects of collecting and protecting Indigenous Legal 
Orders, partnering with other units on campus to assist with the 
work in law schools arguing for an interdisciplinary approach 
to Indigenizing law schools, working with central processes at 
universities (donor relations, awards and bursaries, Senate, etc.). 
Other topics will include how law schools can partner with Law 
Societies for CPD courses, events, and summits. Q & A and 
group discussion will be encouraged.

CLOSING REFLECTIONS 

CLOSING CEREMONY BY ELDERS COUNCIL 

3:00 PM

3:20 PM

4:30 PM

4:50 PM



COLLABORATIVE FUTURES: WALKING 
TOGETHER TO SHAPE LEGAL EDUCATION 
IN THE SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION

DAY 02

8:00 AM

8:45 AM

9:00 AM

9:05 AM

9:10 AM

9:20 AM

BREAKFAST AND NETWORKING

OPENING CEREMONY BY ELDERS COUNCIL

OPENING REMARKS FROM CATHY BANNING (MEMBER OF THE 
FEDERATION’S INDIGENOUS ADVISORY COUNCIL)

WELCOME AND OVERVIEW OF AGENDA FROM FEDERATION 
PRESIDENT, TERESA DONNELLY

DAY 1 RECAP: WHAT DID WE LEARN?

EFFECTIVE COLLABORATION BETWEEN LAW SCHOOLS AND 
LAW SOCIETIES

Moderated by: Brian Calliou (Assistant Professor, University of 
Calgary Faculty of Law)

Presenters: Marla Brown (Director of Equity and Access, Nova 
Scotia Barristers’ Society)

	 Marissa Prosper (Project Coordinator, Nova Scotia 
Barristers’ Society)

	 Christine Johnston (Admissions and Education 
Counsel, Law Society of Saskatchewan) 

Session Description: The language of Calls to Action 27 and 28 
mirror one another, signaling the importance of ensuring legal 
professionals acquire the necessary understanding, awareness, 
and skills (at all stages of their legal careers) to serve Indigenous 
clients. Law societies and law schools have been actively 
identifying ways to collaborate with one another to promote 
and support this continuum of legal education. This session will 
highlight some approaches to collaboration currently unfolding 
across the country, followed by a fireside chat exploring 
opportunities for legal regulators and the academy to work 
together to move the dial forward on truth and reconciliation.  



ADVANCING THE CONTINUUM OF LEGAL EDUCATION – 
APPROACHES TO CHANGE IN BAR ADMISSIONS PROGRAMS 

Moderated by: Priya Bhatia (Executive Director, Professional 	
Development and Competence, Law Society  
of Ontario) 

Presenters: Kathy Lewis (Director of Admissions, Law Society of 
New Brunswick)

	 Liza Worthington (Chief Executive Officer, Canadian 
Centre for Professional Legal Education) 

	 Shaanzéh Ataullahjan (Executive Secretary, Law 
Society of Nunavut)

Session Description: Many law societies have taken a 
broad interpretation of Call to Action 27, which includes the 
modification of bar admission programs, to ensure a smoother 
transition between law school and practice. This session will 
focus on the lessons learned from the development and 
implementation of these programs, the nature of the curricular 
changes implemented across the country, as well as the 
impacts we expect these changes will have on the newest 
generation of lawyers.  

HEALTH BREAK

CALL TO ACTION 27 IN CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION:  
APPROACHES TAKEN AND LESSONS LEARNED 

Moderated by: Kimberly Murray (Professor, Queens University, 	
		     Faculty of Law)

Presenters: Lesley Small (Senior Director, Professional 
Development, Practice Support and Credentials, Law 
Society of British Columbia) 

	 Barbra Bailey (Manager, Education, Law Society of 
Alberta)

	 Eileen Derksen (Director of Continuing Professional 
Development, Law Society of Manitoba)

Session Description: Continuing legal education is directly 
responsive to Call to Action 27. This session will focus on how 
continuing legal education (CLE) has evolved in response to 
the Calls to Action over the last decade, and the diversity of 
approaches taken in developing curricula. Law societies will 
provide their insights on lessons learned along the way, and their 
views on the path forward for continuing legal education in this 
area. This session will be followed by a Q/A with attendees.

 

10:10 AM

11:00 AM

11:10 AM



THE GREAT DEBATE: TO MANDATE OR NOT TO MANDATE 
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION

Moderated by: The Honourable Gerald Morin (Retired Judge, 		
	                Provincial Court of Saskatchewan)

Presenters: Cara-Marie O’Hagan (Executive Director Policy, Equity & 
External Relations, Law Society of Ontario)

	 Lesley Small (Senior Director, Professional 
Development, Practice Supports and Credentials, Law 
Society of British Columbia) 

	 Barbra Bailey (Manager, Education, Law Society of 
Alberta)

Session Description: Several law societies across the country 
have opted to mandate CLE programs that are directly 
responsive to the Calls to Action, while others encourage their 
members to pursue the educational content and opportunities 
available in their jurisdiction. This session will discuss law 
societies’ decisions to mandate (or not), highlight some of 
the challenges (both within the profession and from external 
sources) they have faced, and continue to face, in pursuing in 
this approach, and offer some thoughts on the future. 

NETWORKING LUNCH 

ARE THE ADVANCES MADE MAKING A DIFFERENCE? 

Facilitated by: Karen Wilford (Former Co-Chair, (FLSC) TRC Calls to 	
		    Action Advisory Committee)

Presenter: Lori Mishibinijima (on behalf of the Indigenous Bar 
Association)

Session Description: The Indigenous Bar Association will 
present its ‘Report Card’ on what has been accomplished in the 
legal profession so far in responding to the Calls to Action, as 
well as some thoughts towards what the focus of our shared 
work should be going forward. We will also hear how the 
experience of being an Indigenous lawyer and Indigenous legal 
academic has changed pre- and post-TRC. This presentation 
will be followed by a facilitated dialogue with attendees to 
explore, among other things, whether the efforts being made 
within law schools and legal regulators are meaningful, and how 
they will know going forward if their work is making an impact.

12:00 PM

1:00 PM

1:45 PM



‘COFFEE AND SNACK TO GO’ HEALTH BREAK

Attendees are asked to make their way to their respective small 
group meeting rooms ahead of the workshop. 

WORKSHOP: DECOLONIZATION IN LEGAL EDUCATION - WHERE 
DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Session Description: Attendees will be divided into small 
groups to refl ect on, and dive deeper into, the important issues 
covered over the past two days. This session is a collaborative 
opportunity for attendees to take what they’ve learned and 
engage in future-thinking on how law schools and legal 
regulators can continue supporting one another, and the legal 
profession, in fulfi lling the goals of the TRC.  Feedback and/or 
recommendations gathered from this workshop will be included 
in the fi nal report for the symposium. 

SYMPOSIUM REFLECTIONS FROM DIANNE CORBIERE 
(MEMBER OF FORMER (FLSC) TRC CALL TO ACTION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE)

CLOSING CEREMONY BY ELDERS COUNCIL

2:30 PM

2:45 PM

4:00 PM

4:30 PM



THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CCLD-FLSC JOINT WORKING GROUP ON 
APPROACHES TO TRC CALLS TO ACTION 

Don Mackenzie 
Former Co-Chair, Federation Council Member nominated by 

the Law Society of Prince Edward Island

Stephanie Roberts
Current Co-Chair, Federation Council Member nominated by the Barreau du Quebec

Jula Hughes
Former Co-Chair, Former Dean, Lakehead University Faculty of Law

Richard Jochelson 
Current Co-Chair, Dean, University of Manitoba Faculty of Law

Dianne Corbiere
Federation member, nominated by the Law Society of Ontario

Brook Greenberg
Federation member, nominated by the Law Society of British Columbia

Karen Wilford 
Federation member, nominated by the Law Society of Northwest Territories

Brad Morse
CCLD member, Former Dean and now Professor, Thompson Rivers University

Marc Kruse
CCLD member, Professor, University of Manitoba Faculty of Law

Robert Hamilton
CCLD member, Professor, University of Calgary Faculty of Law

Patricia Barkaskas
CCLD member, Professor, Allard School of Law, University of British Columbia

Brigitte Pilon
Executive Director, Council of Canadian Law Deans

Kiara Paylor 
Policy Counsel, Federation of Law Societies of Canada

THANK YOU AS WELL TO THE PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS 
WHO SUPPORTED THE JOINT WORKING GROUP WITH THIS EVENT:

Jenna Chemerika
Courtney Carrier
Daniel Diamond

Shawndah Rennie (Research Assistant)
Simon Moll (Research Assistant)

Janell Jackson (Research Assistant)



LUNCH SPONSORS

We are grateful to our sponsors who generously donated to provide food for this event.


